
Daniel Libeskind 

Born 
May 12, 1946 (age 73) 
Łódź, Poland 

Nationality 
Polish American 

Alma mater 
The Cooper Union  

University of Essex 

Practice  
Studio Daniel Libeskind 

Buildings 
Jewish Museum – Berlin, Germany. 
Imperial War Museum North – Manchester, UK. 
Contemporary Jewish Museum – San Francisco, USA. 
Royal Ontario Museum (expansion) – Toronto, Canada. 
One World Trade Center (2002) – New York City, USA. 
The Ascent at Roebling's Bridge – Kentucky, USA. 

Website  
https://libeskind.com/  
Daniel Libeskind is a Polish-American architect, artist, professor and set designer. 
Libeskind founded Studio Daniel Libeskind in 1989 with his wife, Nina, and is its 
principal design architect.  
He is known for the design and completion of the Jewish Museum in Berlin, Germany, 
that opened in 2001. On February 27, 2003, Libeskind received further international 
attention after he won the competition to be the master plan architect for the 
reconstruction of the World Trade Center site in Lower Manhattan. 

Career 

Libeskind began his career as an architectural theorist and professor, holding 
positions at various institutions around the world. From 1978 to 1985, Libeskind was 
the Director of the Architecture Department at Cranbrook Academy of Art in 
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Bloomfield Hills, Michigan. His practical architectural career began in Milan in the late 
1980s, where he submitted to architectural competitions and also founded and 
directed Architecture Intermundium, Institute for Architecture & Urbanism. Libeskind 
has lived, among other places, in New York City, Toronto, Michigan, Italy, Germany, 
and Los Angeles, and has taught at numerous universities across the world, including 
the University of Kentucky, Yale University, and the University of Pennsylvania. Since 
2007, Libeskind has been a visiting professor at the Leuphana University Lüneburg in 
Lüneburg, Germany. 

Libeskind completed his first building at the age of 52, with the opening of the Felix 
Nussbaum Haus in Osnabruck, Germany in 1998. Prior to this, critics had dismissed 
his designs as "unbuildable or unduly assertive. In 1987, Libeskind won his first 
design competition for housing in West Berlin, but the Berlin Wall fell shortly thereafter 
and the project was cancelled. Libeskind won the first four project competitions he 
entered including the Jewish Museum Berlin in 1989, which became the first museum 
dedicated to the Holocaust in WWII and opened to the public in 2001 with 
international acclaim. This was his first major international success and was one of 
the first building modifications designed after reunification. A glass courtyard was 
designed by Libeskind and added in 2007. The Academy of the Jewish Museum 
Berlin also designed by Libeskind was completed in 2012.  

Other buildings that he is known for include the extension to the Denver Art Museum 
in the United States, the Grand Canal Theatre in Dublin, the Imperial War Museum 
North in Greater Manchester, England, the Michael Lee-Chin Crystal at the Royal 
Ontario Museum in Toronto, Ontario, Canada, the Felix Nussbaum Haus in 
Osnabrück, Germany, the Danish Jewish Museum in Copenhagen, Denmark, 
Reflections in Singapore, and the Wohl Centre at the Bar-Ilan University in 
Ramat-Gan, Israel. His portfolio also includes several residential projects. Libeskind's 
work has been exhibited in major museums and galleries around the world, including 
the Museum of Modern Art, the Bauhaus Archives, the Art Institute of Chicago, and 
the Centre Pompidou. 

In addition to his architectural projects, Libeskind has worked with a number of 
international design firms to develop objects, furniture, and industrial fixtures for 
interiors of buildings. 


